
Did you know that 40% of all PET 

bottles and trays in the EU are 

made of recycled plastics?  

RECYCLING

When trays are ground into 

flakes, smaller particles – called 

fines – are produced.

This is a great example of the circular economy at work, but why stop there? 
Let’s aim for more! 

Flakes a nd fines a re washed sepa ra tely, while 
simulta neously running through multiple 
cycles, in order to ensure high quality a nd 
sa fety for food contact applica tions.

PET flakes a re sepa ra ted from 
other floa ting plastics in a  
floa t-sink ta nk tha t helps sort 
different types of plastic according 
to their density: while PET sinks, 
la bels made from PP or PE floa t.

Trays a re ground a nd 
cut into flakes.

When they a rrive a t a  recycling 
pla nt, the bales a re sorted a nd the 
quality of the plastic ma terial is 
checked.

Although made from the same plastic, 

PET trays and bottles must be recycled 

separately due to the specific properties 

of these materials.

Trays a re collected with other 
household waste before being 
sepa ra ted a t a  sorting centre, 
a fter which they a re 
compressed into bales.

SORTING

GRINDING

WASHING

Flakes a re melted a nd filtered in a  process tha t 
removes a ny residues tha t may have survived 
previous stages. 

EXTRUSION

COLLECTION

HOW ARE PET TRAYS RECYCLED?

PET is a type of plastic that is most used in products that come into contact with food, 
namely PET bottles and PET trays.  
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