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March  2006 

EuPR Newsletter 
 

Noteworthy events to add to your calendar  
 
 
· APR+ and the APRICOD consortium 

partners are organzing a Workshop on 
plastic waste in construction on the 24th 
of April 2006 in Brussels ! 

 
· Next EuPR PVC WG meeting  will take 

place on 27-28th of April 2006 in Höxter!  
 
· Next EuPR Crates and Pallets WG 

meeting on 28 April 2006 , place to be 
confirmed! 

 
· Next EuPR Board Meeting will be 

organised on 15 May 2006 in Warsaw, 
Poland! For more information contact 
Berenice Gigot (berenice.gigot@eupc.org) 

 
· Next EuPR PE-Film WG Meeting will be 

held on 27 September 2006 in Cyprus ! 
 
· 28 September 2006 EuPR 10th 

Anniversary and General Assembly in 
Pafos, Cyprus !  

 
· EuPR Board Meeting will be organized on 

8 December 2006 in EuPC offices, 
Brussels in combination with REACH 
conference! 

 
EuPR 10th Anniversary  
 
On 28-29 September 2006 EuPR  will be 
celebrating its 10th Anniversary in Paphos, 
Cyprus!  Cyprus is a good mixture of beach 
holidays and excursions into culture. Discover 
this third biggest island in the Mediterranean, on 
which once the foam-born Aphrodite emerged 
from the sea. EuPR will organise a major event 
including a gala dinner and a sightseeing tour of 
Pafos for the partners. The event will take place 
at the five star hotel Almyra in Pafos.  

The hotel rates are at 155 �  per room single 
occupancy and 185 �  
per room for double 
occupancy, including 
a  s u m p t u o u s 
breakfast buffet. The 
social program is a 
yacht cruise to the 
Akamas Peninsula. 
This sailing trip will 
consist of a cruise 
past the Baths of 
Aphrodite to rocky 
coves and unspoiled 

beaches where the yacht will stop for swimming!   
Enjoy sun, beach and sea, be pleased with many 
archaeological sites from the very ancient time 
until the Byzantine era!  

More information about this event and the 
registration forms can be obtained from Bianka 
Nagy:Email: bianka.nagy@eupc.org; Tel: 0032 - 
(0)2 739 63 86 
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The Recovinyl scheme is on target to achieve in 
excess of 15,000t of recycling across Europe in 
2005, which for a scheme that is just one year old 
is a tremendous result. The picture for 2006 looks 
even better. Trials in Benelux in 2005, which in-
volved extending the points for post consumer 
PVC to public bring places, proved very success-
ful.  If this potential volume is added to the known 
volumes, the target and the opportunity is far 
greater. In Benelux alone the target could be in 
the region of 26,000t, but this could only be 
achieved with 100% buy-in to the scheme by lo-
cal authorities and connected public and private 
collectors. The scheme provides financial incen-
tives to support the collection of PVC waste from 
constructions and demolition sectors. The first 
incentive payments were made to collectors in 
Benelux and the UK in autumn 2005, with 



collected volumes substantially higher than ex-
pected. 
At the end of 2005 there were in excess of 30 
Recovinyl-certified recyclers across Europe, 
with 19 of those based in the UK and Ireland, 
where the Recovinyl scheme is supported by 
the British Plastics Federation and WRAP (the 
Waste and Resources Action Programme). In 
addition over 200 collectors of post-use PVC 
have been registered by Recovinyl.  The PVC 
industry, existing recyclers and the waste 
transfer stations have all been keen to get in-
volved.  
In the UK Recovinyl’s independently audited 
tonnage of post-use PVC recycling for 2005 
was over 8,300 tonnes, where in Benelux 
closed the counters at 6,500tonnes. This 
greatly exceeded the initial target for 2005 of 
8,200 tonnes. There is already further growth 
in 2006.    
 
LabelAgriWaste : 

The European project called LabelAgriWaste 
has begun on 15 January 2006; it will last 36 
months, and it will aim to 1) develop 
standardised to label the agricultural plastic 
waste streams in order to facilitate their 
routing to the best alternative processing and 
final disposal – 2) transforming used 
agricultural plastics into a commodity that can 
be transported across boundaries, traded in 
the open market and routed to the best 
alternative processing and disposal – 3) 
developing a systematic labelling scheme and 
policy recommendations for the appropriate 
disposal and/or utilisation of the agricultural 
plastic wastes. The products that will be taken 
into consideration in the project are: 1) Films – 
2) Pipes (rigid and flexible in High Density 
Polyetilene) – 3) Coated Fabrics (i.e. protec-
tive plastic for trucks) – 4) Plastic nets (i.e. 
birds and insects) – 5) Plastic pots – 6) Plastic 
bags for fertilizers and agrochemicals. The list 
has to be considered an open list, which 
means that it can change during the project. 
 
Autoplastic recycling  
 
On 10 February 2006 EuPC organised in 
Brussels a project group meeting to analyse 
the potential of recycling PP bumpers and PE 
fuelsystems into roofcoverings. Participants in 
the meeting were converters such as Plastic 
Omium, TI Automotive and Inergy,  

raw material producers Borealis and Innvove, 
recycler/converter Worldroof and ARN as 
collector of ELVs. 
All particpants agreed to perform a small scale 
test to recycle 80% PP waste  and 20% PE 
fuelssystems waste into a sheet for 
roofcovering. The test is being conducted 

during March '06 and 
the results will be 
presented during the 
first week of April. 
Should the technical 
specifications for the 
roofcover ing be 
reached the potential 

for a larger scale test will be analysed. 
 
REACH – Progress report March 2006  
 
Political agreement on REACH at the begin-
ning of the month now leaves the way clear 
for the Regulation to progress to its next 
stage; the second reading in the European 
Parliament.  This will happen once the neces-
sary translations have been checked for accu-
racy.  This means that the scheduled imple-
mentation date of April 2007 is looking even 
more achievable. 
 
 Meanwhile work has been progressing on a 
number of fronts.  The Reach Implementation 
Projects (RIPs) are all working to strict dead-
lines and our representatives on these are 
keeping up a steady flow of information, as 
each new milestone is achieved.  Of particular 
interest to plastics recyclers is RIP 3.2, where 
technical guidance documents are being com-
piled for Preparations.  It is in this RIP that we 
aim to introduce the special safety data sheets 
for recycled plastics (SDS-R) which will form 
the basis of our proposed use of generic infor-
mation to draft safety data sheets in compli-
ance with REACH requirements. 
 
Progress on the SDS-Rs is also ongoing.  The 
principle document, which covers PVC with 
legacy Lead and Cadmium content, has been 
extensively revised and reviewed by experts.  
It is now ready for a final review by EuPR be-
fore being released to RIP 3.2 for assess-
ment.  The other SDS-R drafts should follow 
very shortly. 
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